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The Thickening Grassroots of Pakistan

Early in 2007 I met Hameed and his team g
of GRDP at the bank of Lake Ochali.
The magic of the scenic beauty of the
valley and its archaeological heritage had
already enthralled me and I was wondering
the complex of the lakes Ochali, Khabeki and Jahler needed
some urgent attention as the influx of the tourists and lifestyle
changes might bring harm to the natural habitat. UNDP-GEF
Small Grants Program as a very small portfolio holding
organization did not have capacity to do some project at that
time, hence, I motivated and mobilized GRDP team to start as
volunteers on promoting eco-tourism and making sure that all
developmental interventions are environment friendly and
sustainable.

It’s a pleasure to see today that the work of GRDP has gone
beyond Soon Valley and covering the whole Salt Range, and
also not only environmental conservation but promotion of
culture, preservation of heritage and exploring archaeological
sites which have been ignored or forgotten. I still have fond
memories when together with Hameed and his team we have
been tracking for hours, out in the wild, to explore and find
abandoned temples, shrines and forts.

I am sure this eco-tourist’s guide about the Salt Range area
and the newly established “Dara Shikooh Eco-resort” will
initiate a wave of new quality eco-tourism all over Pakistan.
The grassroots of Pakistan are thickening and that is a great
news.

Masood Lohar

National Program Manager
UNDP-GEF Small Grants Program
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